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”“ ”' Discovering Theme

* Analyze how theme is revealed through
dramaticstructure and elements

= Dramatic structure * Dramatic elements

* Exposition * Dialogue
* Past family tragedies * Conflict between
= Military conflict characters
* Fate of brothers * Stage directions

* Goal/conflict of * Conflict between
protagonist sisters.
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l“ Organizing Thematic Clues

Individualvs. state

Moral/divine law vs. human law

Farmilial loyalty vs. civilobedlence
Female independence vs. female submission
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tnw' " As YouRead ...

= Know your protagonist
* Analyze dialogue
* Compare and contrast
= Make connections between
clues and themes
* Exposition
* Dialogue
= Stage directions
= Reflect on similarities and
differences between the
ancient Greek culture and
today’s world!
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t ‘]n " Tragic Roots

Climax

® Exposition
= Tragedy of Oedipus
and Jocasta

Falling action
Rising action
* Tragedy of Polyneices

Resolution
and Eteocles

Exposition

How s the conflict
betweenthe
brotherssimilarto
the conflict between
the sisters?

Arethetwo
tragedies logically

reader make
regarding the fate of
thesisters?

connected by
themes?
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t ‘WI “ Antigone’s Dilemma

ANTIGONE:

Look—what’s Creon doing with our two brothers?
He’s honoring one with a full funeral

and treating the other one disgracefully!. . .
Anyone who acts against the order

will be stoned to death before the city. . . .

Yes. I'll do my duty to my brother—. . .

I won’t be caught betraying him.

— il
|

Whatis Antigone's Whatis her

What motivates
Antigone to defy
ultimategoal? greatest conflict?

the law and bury
her brother?
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I Ismene’s Perspective

ISMENE

Think how we'll die far worse
than all the rest,

if we defy the law and move

against

the king’s decree, against his

royal power.

We must remember that by birth bemee" the sisters?
we're women,

and, as such, we shouldn’t fight How do their
withmen. differences connect
Since those who rule are much to the themes?

more powerful. . . | will obey
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' ' ,' Stage Directions

 In Thebes, directly in front of the royal
palace, which stands in the background,

its main doors facing the audience.
Enter ANTIGONE leading ISMENE away
from the palace

B Exit ANTIGONE away from the palace.
jl ISMENE watches her go and then returns

! 4 slowly into the palace
T

e
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t ' 'l Thematic Clues
1]

Antigone, Polyneices Ismene, Eteocles
Antigone ik __Ismene
| Moral/divine human law
Antigone Ismene

Familial loyalty vs. civil obedi
Antigone

Antigone Ismene
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. 495 BCE - Born at Colonus in Attica
Wrote 120 plays; only 7 survived
Won 18 dramatic competitions

. 441 BCE - Wrote Antigone
Political, military, religious leader

€. 405 BCE - Died in Athens
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im , " Sophocles’ Significance

= Time machine
= Family dynamics
* Political structures
® Religious beliefs

* Dramatic innovations
= Two or more actors
* Plot and character
* Painted scenery

Photo by De
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n' ' " Meeting the Characters

= Characterize the protagonist by analyzing dialogue
ANTIGONE:
Now, dear Ismene, my own blood sister,
doyou have any sense of all the troubles

Zeus keeps bringing on the two of us,
aslong as we're alive?

= What does the character value?
= How is the character related to other characters?

* How does the character feel about other characters and
situations?
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2”’Jl “ Comparing Characters

* Compareand contrast

the protagonist with ISMENE: :
other characters Oh poor Antigone, I'm
. so afraid for you.
= Antigone<—>Ismene

* Antigone<—>Polyneices  F{N)yTclo) |3}

* Antigone<—>Eteocles Don'’t fear for me. Set
your own fate in order.





